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POTENTIALLY
HARMFUL PLANTS

The British public is fortunate to have access to a
wealth of plant species. Most of these are harmless.
However, there is a risk associated with a small
number of plants used in the house and garden.

The Horticultural Trades Association, working with
the Poisons Unit at Guy’s Hospital and The Royal
Botanic Gardens at Kew have reviewed the toxicology
of all the major genera sold through Nurseries and
Garden Centres in the UK and have recommended
labelling those plants which fulfil the following five

conditions: h l S 5 ?
e They have been identified as being a significant ct r m e L]

hazard

e The toxic parts of the plant are available or
produced in the UK

e The medical symptoms of ingestion and/or
contact are serious

e Reported cases are widespread (allergies are not
included)

e They pose a threat to human health (not pets or
livestock)

Plants are labelled in three categories — A, B and C -
according to the severity of the hazard. Not all parts
of a plant will necessarily be a hazard but particular
attention has been given to those which produce
toxic foliage and/or berries which may be particularly
attractive to children. Most plants labelled under the
code are perfectly safe to purchase (excepting those
in Category A) as long as the warnings are heeded.
However, they should not be placed or planted where
small children are likely to have access to brush
against or ingest them.

if eaten/may cause skin allergy

if eaten/skin and eye irritant
Skin irritant

if eaten
if eaten
if eaten/skin and eye irritant
if eaten
if eaten
if eaten

Skin and eye irritant/harmful if eaten
Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant
Harmful if eaten

Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant
Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant
Harmful if eaten/skin and eye irritant

Harmful if eaten/skin eye irritant
Harmful if eaten

Seed kernels harmful if eaten

Harmful if eaten
Harmful if eaten
Harmful if eaten
Harmful if eaten
Harmful if eaten
May cause skin allergy
Harmful if eaten
Harmful if eaten
Harmful if eaten

Harmfu
Harmfu
Harmfu
Harmfu
Harmfu
Harmfu
Harmfu
Harmfu

Dinner Plate Aralia
Cherry

Christmas Cherry
Spanish Broom

Umbrella Plant
Peace Lily

Passion Flower
Slipper Cactus
Philodendron
May Apple
Solomon’s Seal
Shingle Plant
Scilla

Acacia
Cape Jasmine

Snowberry
Tulip
Chaste Tree
Wisteria

Comfrey
Arrowhead Vine

Poppy
Buckthorn
Elder
Solanum
Blue Taro
Arum Lily

For further information on the code please contact the
Information Centre at

The Horticultural Trades
Association

19 High Street

Theale

Reading RG7 5AH

Tel: 0118 930 8940

————————————

The retailers code of practice

A for poientially harmful plants /

except S.dulcamara)
Solanum pseudocapsicum

Spartium junceum
Spathiphyllum

or visit our website
at www.the-hta.co.uk

o

Prunus laurocerasus and lusitanica
Solanum (cultivated ornamental species

Rhamnus
Sambucus (except S nigra)

Schefflera

Robinia psuedoacacia
Scilla

Papaver somniferum
Passiflora caerulea
Pedilanthus
Tabernaemontana
Tulipa

Symphoricarpos
Vitex

Symphytum

Rhaphidophora
Syngonium

Philodendron
Podophyllum
Polygonatum
Polyscias
Wisteria
Xanthosoma
Zantedeschia

Category C continued




